National Consortium for Teaching About Asia 	    Spring Seminar 2026	 

Lone Star Lens on Asia: 
Engaging Students in Global Learning
Texas Christian University
Spring 2026



Program Director:	Dr. Carrie Liu Currier
Department of Political Science
Texas Christian University
Office phone: 817-257-6853
Cell phone: 469-766-5421
E-mail: c.currier@tcu.edu 


Seminar Dates: 	Jan 29, Feb 5, Feb 12, Feb 19, Feb 26, March 5, March 12, (Mar 19 - spring break no class), March 26, April 2 (no class), April 9, April 16


Time:  	6:00-8:30PM (Thursdays)


Location:	Texas Christian University, Room: Scharbauer Hall 2008 


Parking:  	Free parking is available in the visitor parking lots at any time, and most other parking lots are open after 5PM (Lots 6, 8, 10 and 9 as well as Private Lot 1 are closest and generally have ample parking in the evening). See: http://www.maps.tcu.edu 


Website: 	https://nctatx.tcu.edu/dfw/  


Registration link:   https://forms.gle/z2MMPT7VxjQuYvVL8 


Class Description:  	An interdisciplinary seminar-style exploration of East Asian civilizations.  This spring’s seminar is focused on integrating the study of Asia into our Texas classrooms. The course is appropriate for those teaching in a wide range of liberal arts and social studies subjects, including: comparative government, geography, literature, world history and world cultures.  


Seminar Goals: 	1) To present and to discuss enriched course content material on East Asian civilizations and their culture, history and governments.

	2) To discuss and to develop ways in which the content can be incorporated into lesson plans to fit Comparative Government, World Geography, World History, World Cultures and other secondary or primary school courses.


Requirements:	1) Keep up with the weekly readings (the best that you can!)

	2) Attend and participate in the seminar sessions
	
	3) Complete two lesson plans during the course of the semester to demonstrate how you can incorporate class material into your courses


Strategies for Success: Try to read materials before coming to class in order to participate actively in discussion. We are learning from one another. When reading the assigned materials, take notes that include observations, questions, interpretations, comparisons and speculations. Bring questions, speculations, comparisons, and interpretations to the evening sessions. As questions come up during the course of a presentation, feel free to interrupt the presenter to ask questions whenever necessary.


SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS
For this seminar series you are encouraged to look around and focus on whatever aspects of the assigned readings you find most interesting and which will generate the most questions.  During each session we will be exploring particular topics in-depth in an effort to better understand the ways in which East Asian countries have gone about constructing (and arguing about and changing) their views of the natural world, self, society, and government and the ways in which East Asian civilizations have interacted over time.  
There will be no attempt to present overall coverage of entire historical eras. Instead, each session will focus on a few issues within a specified period.  Thus, a general knowledge of the “big picture” will help you to place what is discussed in the evening sessions into broader historical context.  My hope is that you will browse and explore the recommended reading as your interests and your schedule allow, and that you will mine these books for materials that you can use in specific lesson plans. Books for the course will be provided to you as part of your enrollment in this program and they are yours to keep. Books are handed out in stages to ensure attendees continue to participate in the course.  Each participant receives around $300 worth of books.


Jan 29 – Introduction to the Study of Asia (Dr. Carrie Liu Currier – Political Science, TCU)
I will give a general introduction to the study of Asia, outline the seminar topics, and discuss a range of different project ideas to introduce you to some new ways to incorporate Asia into your curriculum. For each session you attend you receive the books listed for that topic. 
*Tatsumoto, Mariko. 2024. Blossoms on a Poisoned Sea: a Novel of Love & Betrayal in Minamata, Japan. Northhampton House. [Freeman Book Award Honorable Mention, 2024]

Feb 5 – Geographies of Japan, South Korea and China (Ron Kalafsky - Geography, University of Tennessee) – ZOOM session
Reid, T.R. 1999. Confucius Lives Next Door: What Living in the East Teaches Us About Living in the West. Vintage Press.


Feb 12 - Asian War Memory (Dr. Matthew Kotowski – History, Department of Defense POW-MIA Research Fellow)
Mitter, Rana. 2020. China’s Good War: How World War II is Shaping a New Nationalism. Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press.
* Kotowski, Matthew. 2024. “The Battle at Lake Changjin: The Influence of Korean War Memory on Contemporary Chinese War Films,” Journal of Chinese Military History 13(2024): 53-92.


Feb 19 – History of Xinjiang (Dr. Johan Elverskog – Religion, Southern Methodist University
Izgil, Tahir Hamut. 2023. Waiting to be arrested at night: a Uyghur Poet’s Memoir of China. NY: Penguin Press. 


Feb 26  –  Cool Japan (Dr. Adam Manfredi – Languages, Literatures and Cultures, UNT)
Otomo, Katsuhiro. 2009. Akira, Vol 1. Tokyo: Kodansha Comics. 
Also read: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/07/14/books/manga-comic-books.html 


Mar 5 – Global Beats Local Lessons: Bringing K-Pop to the Classroom (Mr. Jong-Keyong Jake Kim – English, TCU)
K-pop’s meteoric rise from local industry to global phenomenon offers American educators a lens for exploring creativity, cultural exchange, and media literacy. This session, based on The Cambridge Companion to K-Pop, will unpack K-Pop’s production models and digital trends that influence American youth culture. Participants will design course activities using these insights to engage students in the classroom.
*Kim, Suk-Young, editor. 2024. The Cambridge Companion to K-Pop. Cambridge University Press.
Recommended References: 
· Almond: A Novel (2021) by Won-pyung Sohn.
· The Soft Power of the Korean Wave, Edited by Youna Kim, Routledge, 2021. 
· Understanding the Korean Wave: Transnational Korean Pop Culture and Digital Technologies, Authored by Dal Young Jin, Routledge, 2023.


Mar 12 –  Peaks and Valleys: A History of Southeast Asia from the Mountaintops (Dr. David Baillargeon – History, UT Arlington)
Scott, James C. 2010. The Art of Not Being Governed. New Haven, Ct: Yale University Press.


Mar 19 – No Class (Spring Break)


Mar 26 – Late-Imperial Chinese Art and Literary Culture (Dr. Paulina Hartono – History, UT Arlington)
Brook, Timothy. 2022. Great State: China and the World. Harper Collins.


April 2 – No Class 

April 9 –  Teaching History through Games: Rethinking Meritocracy through the 'Game of Promotion' in Imperial China (Dr. En Li – History, UT Dallas)
Li, En. 2023. Betting on the Civil Service Examinations: The lottery in late Qing China. Cambridge, Ma: Harvard University Press.

April 16 – Asian Culture & Society (Dr. Carrie Liu Currier - Political Science & Dr. Zeli Dou – Mathematics, TCU)
Davies, Roger. 2016. Japanese Culture: The Religious and Philosophical Foundations. Tuttle Publishing.
**Food will be served to wrap up our semester**



Additional Opportunities
· Summer 2026 Book Study
· JUNE – Johnson, Ian. 2017. The Souls of China: the Return of Religion after Mao. Vintage Books.
· JULY – Kerr, Alex. 2016. Lost Japan: Last Glimpse of Beautiful Japan. Penguin Publishers.
· Fall seminar (no spring seminar in 2027 – I am on research leave) – 5 evening sessions and a Sat half day workshop.

· Spring 2027 Book Study 



